
For Immediate Release 

The most drastic duck-hunt&g rules since 193S were released today for the 

hunting season by Secretary of tne InterPor J. A. Krug, 

Reductions in the huntizg season frc~,&? to 45 days, in the daily bag lixit 

13 to 7 and possession limit f2xx7i 2!! to16,and in shooting hours, featured . - 

the announcement of the neti regu%ticns &ich ~A.11 govern this seasonIs sheeting. 

A:iopted bl; Secretary Krug in accordance with an act of Congress making effec- 

t f .-(,-z trea.ties relatin,? to birds nigratiag between the United States, Canada, and 

t;ey:j cc, the amended regulations ~@re a~~roveb by President ~Trutnan. They were rec- 

L 33rxx2(? 5: the Fish and ' :' :=. .,i_ hlldlifo Service after biolo.@-cal investigations and 
. cr\~i?s?.llL?.7;;. on3 ;"I I'_ t1.i State game sd$nietrato:rs. 

"7':'= :x~Yi.e.tlo:: o.f most species of ;t$.ld ducks has ^ A A'... declined within the past 

level 3 I7 Secretary Kr?q said, "3rought conditione in the north central states and 

t*hC= pa $ri (2 prov.inc T'S, tog ether with overstootinE last seazon whcx more ducks were . 
sj-&p ';, i;>yz xrc b.c?tc.+-;'d and raised, are contributing factors. 

rt:!i.tfl a 36 p3r cc2-1t decrease in ducks coupled ;vit!l a 53 per cent increase in 

A' ', !,$ ;~i:mi. t I' ci' !nr::ters frox 194X to I.946, YE invite disaster if we dig any deeper 

3Xi:i? rmr breed5n,: stocks. Ameri.can sportsmen must take 3 smaller portion of ducks 

:Jl:-j. ;;z!z e s c :$Jr j-Q ;r ,.= the 1946 season so that more breeders will be l&ft to fly north 

in the spring of 1947." 

Saiimt features of the 19Ls regulations includG: 



The waterfowl hunting season runs from Uct&er 5 to November 18 in the north- 

L 
ern zone; from October 26 to &ember 9 in the intermsdiate zone; ,and from 1iovem- 

3er 23 to $anuary 6 in the southern zone. 

At the rqyest of State game cfficiels, KentucQ has Seen transferred to the 

southern zone ; and Iowa, Ebntana, and Ohio to Qe intermediate zone. 

The daily bag limit for wild ducks has been reduced from 10 a day and 20 in 

possession, to 7 a &r and14 in possession. The daily beg and possession limits 

for ,geese have been reduced to two of aq; kind in q combination, including brarLt, 

plus tku snotr geese or two blue geese, singly or in the aggcgate. 

The length of the shooting day for waterfowl) coot, rails, and gallinules has 

been shortened 5y one-h&f hour on the closing end. In 1946 it will rtin from one- 

half hmr lxffzre sunrise to one-half ~C.VJJC before sunset. 

Tne open seasons for rails end ~Alinules c~rrforrn with the. -tiaterfowl end coot 

seasons in Xaine, Wisconsin, Xassa&usetts , and lkw York. 

L 
have 

The seasons for scoters in open ceascYeL waters only, “kqond 3uter harbor lines, 

been extended in Connecticut, I~nssacnusetts, &W Ye&, and Rt?oiie Island. 

In I.&&e and Ei3enry counties in Illinois, the early opening date for Coot 

shooting has been continued. 

Arizona, Color&, Kensas, Nebraska, Mevada, Utah, and VJyoming have Seen added 

to the list of States in which the season for sboting ytiood rl~lrs has been closed. 

Canada geese have decreased to such en extent along the Xi ssi ssip@ flzmy -. 

that a closed season for this qecies has been prescribed as a anservation measure 

in l$iinnesota, Wisconsin, Kchigsn, Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Fbsouri, Ken- 

tucb, Tennessee, kknsas, Louisiana, M~ssissQ~#~ and KLebama, 

As another step in the efforts to save the rare Tnzqeter &an from extinction, 

a closed season on snow geese in ??yoming has been esta>lishsd at the suggestion of 

the Game arid Fish Commission, !&is will prevent the Atisteken shooting of the swans 

L for snow geese. 
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The season for woodcock in Connecticut will be from October 19 to November 2 

c 'L instead of from October 20 to November 3. In the middle zone in View York the sea- 

son for this species will extend from October 21 to November 4 instead of from 

. October 15 to October 29, with shooting startin, * throughout that State at 12 

o'clock noon on the opening day and continuing until sunset, and thereafter from . 

7:00 a.m. until sunset. 

Mourning dove seasons have been changed in Broward County in Florida, in , I 
Georgia, North Carolina, and South Carolina, and five counties in Texas have been 

added to the northern zone. 

In order to reduce the kill of white-winged doves in the 21 counties in Texas . 
where hunting is permitted, shooting will be allowed on 3 days only instead of 5 . -. 

days as last year, from 4:OO p.m. until sunset,. i'nstead.of fram 12 otclock noon to 

sunset. The same shooting hours are applicable to mourning doves in 12 of these _ _ 
counties on September 13, 15, and 17. 

Band-tailed pigeon seasons have been changed in California and Washington and 

the season in Colorado has been closed. 

The post-season period for possession of migratory game birds remains the 

s?me as last year--90 days. 

The regulations do not authorize the taking of waterfowl by means of bait or 

with the aid of live duck or goose decoys. 

OPEN SEASONS 

. 

No ooen season is provided on snm geese or on Ross' geese'and swans in 
Beaverhead, Gallatin, and Madison counties in Montana, in Idaho, Wyo.ming, and in 
States bordering on the Atlantic Ocean. 

a 
The open seasons for wild ducks, geese, 

dates inclusive: 
brant, and coot are as follows, both 

, , 
Maine, Eichigan, Xinnesota, New Hampshire, North Dakota, South Dakota, 

Vermont, and Wisconsin, October 5 to Xovember 18. 



b California, in San Bernadine, Riverside"and Imperial Sounties, November 23 to 
Wry 61 in remainder of Stats, October 26 to$eoember 9. 

t 
Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Idaho, Iilinois (except coot in Lake and 

MeHenry Counties), Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Massachusetts, &ssouri, Montana, 
Nebra3ka, Nevada, ikew Jersey, New York (except certain hereinafter designated por- 
tions of ESSBX, Clinton, and Qshington Counties) including Long Island, Ohio, 
Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Utah, Washington, West Virginia, and 
Wyoming, .October 26 to December 9. 

New York9 in Essex and Clinton Counties.east of the tracks of the mainline 
of the Delaware and Hudson Railroad and that part of :#ashington County east of the 
aforesaid trariks from the Essex County line to the,village of Whitehall and north 
ef the branch line tracks of said railroad from the village of Whitehall, New York 
to Fair Haven, Vermont and all the waters of South Bay and one mile distant Srom 
such water in any direction, October 5 to November 18, 

'Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Wmland, 
Mississippi, Nevv Mexico, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, and Virginia, 
November 23 to January 6, 

-Texas, on those portioirs ef Lake Texhoma in Cooke and Grayson Counties, 
October 26'to December 9; in remainder of State, November 23 to January 6,- 

Puerto Rico, December 15 to February 12. 

Alaska,- in Fur District3 1 and 3 as defined in the regulations governi.ng the 
taking of game in Alaska, adopted May 15, 1944 (9 F.R. 5270), October 1 to hlovex- 

c 
ker l.4; in the remainder of Alaska, Sieptembsr 1 to October 15, 

Scoter3, locally known as sea coots, may ,be taken in open coastal waters only, 
beyalid outer harbor lines, in Maine and,Kew Wamp3hire from September 15 to October 
4; and in Connecticut, Massachusetts, New York including Long Island, and Rhode I Island, from September 15 to October 25, and thereafter from land or water during 
the open Seasons for other waterfowl in those States. 

Woad duck . .-No tipen season in Arizona, Colorado, Kansas, Massachusetts, he- 
brasknevada, North Dakota, Utah, and Wyoming, 

C-da geese, inc Hutchins and cacklln 
eese,-No open season 

%ir o1 Missnuri, Kentucky, Tennessee, Arkansas, Louisiana, &ssissippi, and Alabama, 

'Coot.--In Lake and McHenry Counties , Ill.&nois, October 1 to October 13 and 
frmn October 26 to December 9, 

Rail3 and Gallinules (exdept Coot) .--Tha open season on rails and gallinules 
shall“be from September 1 to November 30, both dates incluSive'e, 

except a3 follW3; 

Alabama, November 20 to January 31, 
Louisiana, September 15 to December 15. 
kiaine and Wisconsin, October 5 to November 18, 

I Maryland, September 1 to October 31, 
L kassachusetts and New York, including Long Island, 

October 26 to December 9. 



Mimesota, September 16 to Rmziber 30, 
’ f4ississippi, October 13 to Decertitm 30. 

Puerto Rico, DeQs&?r 15 to FebIwry x2. 
AL California, District of Coluxibipt, Em&., Id&o, tin& 

htana, Nevada, Oregm, %n~ssee, and &shin&on, no open 
seasoll. 

%~dc~cl~--lrrze open BBSSO~S 0~ WOO~CC& &ill be BS followa, both dates inc 
elusive : 

L 

kkausas and Oklahoma, II&amber 1 to timber 15, 
Connecticut 8 October 19 to Novwiber 2. 
Delaware and Gzyland, November 13, to Nomnber 29. 
&rgia, Louisiana, and Mississippi, December 15 to 

Dece&er 29. 
Indiana and West Virginia, October 16 to October 30. 
X&ne, in Aroostock, Penobscot, Piscataquis, Somerset, 

hnklin, end Oxford Counties, October 1 to October 15: in 
remainder of State, October 16 to October 30. 

Gesachusetts and Xew Jersey, October 20 to November 3. 
Michi,~, in I&per Penintia, October 1 to October 13; 

in remix&r of Stat+, October 15 to October 29. 
Minrmota, Ohio , IPennsylvania, and *+.sconsin, Pctober 10 

to October 24. 
Missouri, November 12 to Zove&er 24, 
New Hacipghire, in Coos, cmll, and %&ton Counties, 

October 1 to October 15; in remainder of Rate, October 16 
to October 30. 

New York, north and east OS Che Or&s of the branch &no 
of the New Yorl;: Centrel Railroa,4 from OBtr;K)q=o to S~p3CUS0, the 
min line of the Xi;r;(rr York Central Gilroad from S~T%.cuse to 
&bany, and the tin line 0f the Boston & d;l?xq +%ilroad from 
&Lbsny to the iJ;assachusetts State line, October I.0 to October 
2b; west and south of the line above described, October 21 to 
November 4 ; and that part of New York kno~~,n as I.ong I slend, 
November 1 to Iqovember 15; fron 12 olclock 110011 until sunset 
on the opening day in each of these zones, and theretiter in 
all of the caforesaid zones from 7:00 a.m, until sunset. 

~&ode Islsnd, &Ferber 1 to ~otQI?ber 15. 
Vermont, in Bennin&on and Win&an? Zounties and those wr- 

tians of R&lond end Windsor Gownties south of U, S. Highww ’ 
Route 4 from West Haven to White River 3ux-c tion, October 16 to 
October 30; in reaainder of State, Octotier 1 to October 15. 

Virginia, November 25 to December 4, 

Mourning, or !Furtle, Dove. --The open seasons on mourni%, or turtle, dove 
shsll be as follows, both dates inclusive: 

Arizona, CaLifornia, Kansas, IQssouri, and Oklahoma, September- 
1 to October 30. 

* Abbama md Louisiana, October 1 to October 15, md December 18 
to Jenuery 31. 

Arkansas and &ssissippi, September 16 to September 30, and 

c 
December 18 to J~~Iu~J 31. 

Colorado, Nevada, end New Me&o, September 1 to October ls* 
Delawme and Tennessee, September 16 to Nomrilm 14. , . 



Florida, in Broward, Dade and Monroe Counties, October 1 to 
October 31; in remainder of State, November 20 to January 18. 

L 
C8orgi.a in Xuscogee, 

Hancock, 
Tqylor , Crawford, BibS, Jones, Baldwin, 

Warren, $kIhffie, and Columbia Counties 8nd all cowlties 
north thereof, S8ptembr 16 to Septerbr 30; in the above described 
canties and throU&tout the State, &cember 18 to January 3l. 

Idaho andoregon, Septemib8.r 1 to %pteniber 15. 
Illinois, September ,1 to S8ptesiber 30. 
Kentucky , September 1 to October 25. 
f%ryland, Sqtember 1 to October 15. 
Minnesota, September 16 to Septeniber 30. 
North Carolina, September 15 to September 30, and December 2 , 

to January 15. 
Pennsylvania, November 1 to November 30. 
South Carolina, September 16 to October 15 and DecemSer 23 

to Jsnuary ~2. 
Texas, in VaJ. Verde, Einqy, Uvalde, Hedina, XendaI.1, Cod, 

Hays, Tratis, Williamson, Isiilam, Robertson, Leon, Houston, Cherokee, 
Nacogdoches, and Shelby Counties, and al1 counties north and w8st 
thereof, %ptember 1 to October 30; in reminder of State (but not 
including Camron, Eidalgo, Starr, Zapata, Webb, Maverick, Pi&t, 
k%lle, Jim Eoe. Brooks, Gnedy, and WillacTJ Counties}, October 20 
to December 18; in these latter counties, %pteAmb8r 13, 15 end 17, 
from 4:OO p.m. until -set, and th8r8after, October 20 to %cembar 
13, from one-half hour before sunriss to sUnset, 

Virginia, Soptc&er 16 to October 31. 

‘JJbi te-tin@d Dove. --The 
L both dates inclusive: 

Arizona, September 
Texas, in Camron, 

Kinney, Dimmit, LaSale -- - 

1 to September 15. 
Hidalgo, Starr, Zapata, Web!?_, Maver?.$, - 

!, Jim Eogg, Brooks, Kenedy, Willacy, V&L 
Verde, Terre11 , Brewster, Presidio, Jeff Devis, CuZberson, 
Hudspeth, and El Paso Counties, September 13, 15 and 17 from 
4:00 p.m. Until sunset. 

open seasons on white-winged dove shall be as follows, 

Band-tailed Pi.mon,--The open seasons on band-tailed pigeon shall. be as 
follows, both dates inclusive: 

Arizona and New 14exico , 
California, 

%ptelliber 16 to October 15. ’ 
Oregon, and Washington, September 1 to September 30. 

BAG AND POSSESSION LIFITS 

On the opening dey of the season no person mey possess any m@atOrY game 
birds in excess of the daily 5ag limits. 

Daily bag limits on dUcks (8xcept the American ‘end rod-breaatod mergansers) 
are 7 in the wegate of all kinds, including in such limit not .ore than 1 wood 
duck. Any person at any time may possess not rare thanId ducks, including not 
Fare then 1 wood tick. 

'L 
%e daily bag limit on geese 2nd Irant (except snow geese in %averhead, 

Gtilatin, mid Madison Counties in &ntana, fn Id&o, in Wyoming, and in States 
bordering on the Atlantic Ocean; Canada geese, includring'&tchins and cakkling 
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g e e s e , a n d  wh i te - f ronted g e e s e  in  M inneso ta , ‘rOisconsin ,  & A B .g m , & m a , I l l inois, 
hd isna , O h io, M issouri ,  Ib n tudq r , Tennessee , A l,& a n s a s , Lou is iana , M .issr’ssi$pi,  

i a n d  & & E U W ; a a d  Rms*  g e e s e  a n y w h % m ) is 2  o f m y kir,d ir, any  m & ina tio n , in-  
c lud ing  b ran t, p lus  2  snmv  g e e s e  o r  2  73x1  @ % s %  sing.Iy m  in  th %  a g g r e g a te , 1 % ~  
pe rson  r i i38y possess  rmre  th a n  these  1i.G . t s. 

M IS  a m i & J. inul% g  (excc.,~ t so ra  a n d  coo t) . - -Fi f teen in  th e  a g g r e g a te  o f al l  
k inds, = a  any  Ipe rson  m a q  possess  n o t m re  th a n  1 5  in  th e  a g g r e g a te  o f al .1 k inds. 

.b !i. --fi~ n t;y-fV ~ 8 , cad  any  pe rson  w  possess  m t m re  th a n  2 5 . 

& &  - -bn ty-five , a n d  any  pe rson  m a y  possess  m t m G r8  th a n  2 5 ., 

W o o d c o c k . --S u r , a n d  azyperson  w  possess  n o t m rt’: th a n  8 , 

~ k m r n i n ~  o r  tu r tle  $ I.? . .m d  wh i te -w in -d  bvc., - - -‘& I In  th e  a g g r e g a te  o f b o th  
‘dnds , a n d  a w  Tersoc  w  pzss n o t a re  th a n  1 0  m w & n g  doves  o r  m re  th a n  1 0  
wh i te -w inged  d o v e s , 

B a n d - ta i led  p i g e o n  , - -Ten, a n d  any  pe rson  m y p m 3 e s s  n o t m re  th a n  lo. 

X X X  
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